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TRANSLATOR’S INTRODUCTION

Ibn Hisham al-Ansari (708—761 AH/1309—1360 CE) was an
Egyptian authority in Arabic grammar. His works, along
with those of Ibn Mailik (600-672 AH/ 1204-1274 CE), are
the de facto definition of orthodoxy among late grammar-
ians of Arabic. Ibn Khaldin, the famous historian and
proto-anthropologist, famously said: “While we were in
Morocco, we did not cease hearing that there appeared a
scholar of Arabic in Egypt, known as Ibn Hisham, who out-
did Sibawayh in grammar.’

Ibn Hisham authored a number of books on Arabic
grammar, the greatest and most advanced being al-Mughni.
The text at hand is his simplest work, and hence the title.
The author’s intent is to offer knowledge-thirsty students
just enough moisture to wet their parched throats. Having
said this, the text is, at minimum, intermediate level for
most contemporary students of Arabic.

I ask Allah to benefit students of Arabic through this text
in this world and the next. Amin.

MoUSTAFA ELQABBANY
Director
The Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre
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