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Preface


The Holy Qur’an is an eternal guidance for the humankind for all 
times to come. Its miraculous style is different from normal books 
authored by human beings. The people of Arabia, whether believing 
in it, or not, fully surrendered to its eloquence, beauty and effective 
expressions that penetrate into the depths of one’s heart.

When reciting the verses of the Holy Qur’an, a general reader 
feels that it is a combination of different points of guidance without 
an apparent sequence. Neither the Holy Qur’an itself, nor the Holy 
Prophet  has ever indicated that any of its surahs has a specific 
subject around which all of its verses revolve. That is why a con-
siderable group of exegetes of the Holy Qur’an is of the view that 
its different verses, despite their eternal application, were revealed 
in the backdrop of different needs of a particular time. Being a 
book of guidance revealed gradually, it is like the different types of 
guidance given by a father to his beloved son, or by a kind teacher 
to his pupils, which are directed according to their needs at differ-
ent times, and are not necessarily arranged in a logical sequence. 
Therefore, no logical sequence should necessarily be sought in all 
the verses of the Holy Qur’an, nor should a particular subject be 
allocated for each surah.

There is however another school of exegetes who believe that 
the verses of the Holy Qur’an are not without sequence. Based on 
this premise they try to explain the linkage between all the verses 
according to their own interpretation. The most outstanding work 
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of this nature is that of Biqa‘i, in his ‘Nazm al-Durar fi Tanasub 
al-Ayati wa ’l-Suwar’ in 22 volumes.

This view finds support from the fact, admitted by all, that the 
order of revelation of verses is different from the order of their 
arrangement in their present form. Sayyiduna ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan 
 the third Caliph of the Holy Prophet  is reported to have said 
that whenever a group of verses was revealed to the Holy Prophet 
, he called one of his scribes and said to him: ‘Place these verses 
in that surah in which such and such is mentioned.’

This indicates that these verses had some kind of link with the 
surah in which were are ordered to be placed by the Holy Prophet 
. Thus, it appears that the verses of the Holy Qur’an, as they are 
arranged by the Holy Prophet  in their present form have some 
link with each other, though very subtle, that cannot always be 
apprehended at first glance.

It is necessary to note that understanding the basic message of 
the verses of the Holy Qur’an never depends on understanding this 
type of fine linkage. However, the scholars who undergo a deep 
study of the miraculous style of the Holy Qur’an are in a way invited 
to find out this type of fine linkage, and the exegetes have made 
efforts to find it out on the basis of their ijtihad. This is a field of 
study open to new thoughts which may vary from person to person 
without in any manner affecting the evident meanings of the verses, 
or changing their import that does not depend on such an effort. 
All the attempts made by the scholars in discovering sequence of 
the verses of the Holy Qur’an and their mutual relationship should 
always be seen in this light. 

Once, during an informal and friendly meeting with my hon-
orable friend, H.R.H. Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad of Jordan, he 
expressed the idea that every surah of the Holy Qur’an seems to have 
some basic theme that is the centre point of all its verses, and that 
it would be advisable to compile these themes. Being an intricate 
subject, I found myself unable to undertake such an effort, but I 



13

The List of Themes of the Surahs

felt that Allah Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala might have inspired his heart 
to do the job, and therefore I encouraged him to do so.

Some months after this discussion, His Highness was kind 
enough to send to me a sample of the work he was doing, which 
by and large appealed to me, and along with some humble sugges-
tions I requested him to proceed. The outcome of his effort is the 
thesis now at hand. 

This thesis on the thematic sequence of the Holy Qur’an is truly 
a pioneering endeavor to gain insight into this intricate subject. I 
have had the privilege of paging through and benefitting from some 
parts of its manuscript, and have found that the sequence of verses 
in the light of the proposed theme seems logical and beautifully 
described. With regard to the first twelve surahs of the Holy Qur’an, 
he has convincingly detailed how the basic theme of each surah is 
reflected in the sequence of its verses. About the rest of surahs he 
has just listed the theme, as he inferred from his study, inviting the 
reader to apply it to the verses of each surah on the pattern he has 
outlined in the first twelve surahs. 

Another interesting study undertaken in this thesis is the rela-
tionship of his proposed themes to the fada’il (merits) of different 
surahs mentioned in the hadiths. He has succinctly described how 
his proposed themes of the surahs are in accord with their merits 
reported from the Holy Prophet  in different traditions (some 
of them very authentic, and others though weak in their chain of 
narrators, yet tolerable at least in fada’il.) This particular feature of 
the thesis has shed light on a novel dimension of Tadabbur al-Qur’an 
(the contemplation of the Qur’an).

It is noteworthy though that since the basic themes of the surahs 
are not mentioned by the Holy Qur’an itself, nor are they referred 
to in the Sunnah, any endeavor to determine them, as pointed 
out earlier and admitted by the honourable author himself in his 
introduction, is a matter of ijtihād which may vary from person 
to person. It is therefore possible that there be another opinion in 
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discovering the Quranic themes. His Highness has also endeavored 
to answer possible contentions on the nature of this novel endeavor 
in his scholarly introduction. It is utmost precaution on his part 
that, instead of insisting on his discoveries, he named his endeavor 
as ‘Tentative Guide’. I trust that the current pioneering work will, 
in sha’ Allah, form a basis for further study in this intricate field. 
May Allah ta‘ala grant this work His Approval and may He make 
it beneficial.

Muhammad Taqi Usmani 




